CLASSES ABOUT JESUS

There are many ways to teach about Jesus. We should always bear in mind the age group we are teaching to, since some ideas are more relevant for younger children whether others are more suitable for older age groups. We should also be aware of the environment we are teaching at. This topic could be split into two or more classes; always bearing in mind the most important thing to teach are his message of love and his life example that he left for humankind.
Here are some ideas that worked quite well from our experience:
1 – Invite someone who is not a spiritist teacher (but works at the Spiritist Centre) to tell the children the story of Jesus’ life.
2 – We recommend the spiritist teacher to tell Jesus’ story as real as possible; without the use of fantasies. Please explain, as much as possible, how/why certain facts occurred. Facts that could be explored are: ‘miracles’ and Jesus’ execution (The Romans reserved the use of the cross as an execution instrument for criminal slaves and foreigners; this was the way they killed those considered to be criminals at that time).
3 – It’s interesting to talk about costumes as well as the way people lived at that time when the spiritist teacher talks about Jesus to children from 2nd (9 to 10 years old) and e 3rd Cycles (11 to 12 years old). It could also be a good idea to show them where the places these events happened took place in a map. This would make it easier for the children to picture the story.
4 – For younger groups, it’s important to split the story into different phases, to make the understanding and learning process easier: childhood (some children will identify themselves more with Jesus-child), the beginning of his apostolade, parabkes (children enjoy listening and telling stories taught by Jesus), death and appearance in spirit.
5 – The parables could be studied through theatre play, puppets play or other resources available to tell stories (illustrations, maquette, panel/banner, music, drawings of the apostles, etc).
6 – Resources that could be used to reinforce what was learned: Dolls, Puzzle with Jesus’ image (or from any parable), Memory Game, Domino or word-hunt game with Jesus’ teachings or facts from his life, Acrostic (starting with the word JESUS and things that are related to him).
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7 – Get to know the children and prepare this class in advance. Harmonise yourself with the Spiritual Benefactors through prayer, learn about the topic which will be discussed, the use of your creativity and love are the keys to success at spiritist education classes.

