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Without brain, but not without a soul
J. Garcelan

Shattering pro-abortion myths, Marcela responded to family members, smiled, cried when her mother was away, even though she was born without most of her brain. Marcela de Jesus Ferreira was born on November 20, 2006. At four months of development, doctors diagnosed her with anencephaly, a birth defect in which the baby is born with a partial or non-existent brain. Babies born with this condition usually survive for only hours or days.

Her mother Cacilda Galante Ferreira, whose daughter was born with anencephaly in Morro Agudo, Sao Paulo State, Brazil, says that Marcela was very much alive, quite healthy, and responded to family members. Marcela’s birth and struggle for life coincided with a heated debate on the legalization of abortion in Brazil in cases of anencephaly. Abortion supporters, who for months insisted that the condition only causes pain and suffering to babies, were not able to stifle the testimony of Cacilda Galante Ferreira, the 36 year-old mother of Marcela.
According to Brazilian media, Marcela died of cardiac arrest from complications due to pneumonia. Hundreds attended her funeral, and her parents decided to carry her casket to its final resting place. Casilda said she tried to be the best mother she could.

The doctors could not explain why she lived for such a long period of time. One doctor was quite surprised and unsure on giving her opinion on this case:

The are even more surprised in regards to Marcela’s reactions since she breastfed for a total period of five months; responded to family members and smilled.

Doctors as well as journalists haven’t wondered what could be involved on these cases beyond the material aspect of life.... They are only limiting themselves to scientific studies and cases of anencephaly.

We are aware that not all of the limit their knowledge. There are doctors and scientists dedicated to the stufy of life after death. There are many medical-spiritists associations being founded worlwide, which are searching for scientific proof in order to show there is life after life.
It seems strange that, since knowledge is easily accessible with internet, books newspapers etc. but journalists are not willing to research “there is more things in Heaven and Earth that our Philosophy could try to picture”.

Sabemos que a massificação foi realmente devastadora durante mais de 19 séculos, mas a história aí está. Modern world has now minds much more open to see the real truth.

There is a very strong campaign to bring back the original Christian way of thinking to our times.

If we analyse the present case, there are other ways to an appropriate explanation to it, rather than just the Spiritist Doctrine or other Enlightened Doctrines that accept reincarnation. If we look up at the meaning of the word Anencephaly: occurs when the "cephalic" or head end of the neural tube fails to close, resulting in the absence of a major portion of the brain, skull, and scalp. Infants with this disorder are born without a forebrain (the front part of the brain) and a cerebrum (the thinking and coordinating part of the brain). The remaining brain tissue is often exposed- not covered by bone or skin.
Spiritism is against abortion for all the sinister consequences it brings, mainly its spiritual implications.  We are now fighting agaisnt it, since part of our society wants to legalize abortion in Brazil. There are some cases of anencephaly abortion that are legal in the country. This is allowed only when the fetus does not have a brain.

Abortion is illegal in Brazil except in cases of rape or when the mother's life is in danger. Hence, abortion is somehow legal by our materialistic society already.

FATHER OF LOVE AND KINDNESS, when will the human beings understand your laws are immutable? When will humanity become aware that this is a world of tests and atonements? When will we understand that we came here to redeem some debts from our past? In the case we are analysing, it can be seen that the Marcela’s mom was extremelly dedicated to her child. What was the family drama that involved these individuals in previous lifes? What were the trials these spirits decided to undergo in the present incarnation? The answers to these questions are none of our business, since God will reward every man according to his works.

This does not hinder us from advancing in our knowdledge related to what happens beyong the material life. This is the reason why we have the Spiritist Doctrine, which is composed of three inter-related aspects: the philosophic, the scientific, and the religious.  The teachings, concepts, and principles of all three are interpedently woven into this doctrine of consolation, clarification, and inspiration.
Let’s also recall the famous chemist and physicist Sir Willian Crookes (1832-1919) who quit everything to research life after death. His biography is quite extense and positive in regards to the spiritual life. There is the famous story of a Queen who asked the scientist to research a castle that was known to be haunted. He was supposed to research and prove that ghosts don’t exist. Crookes accepted the Queen’s challenge but a few months later came back to her to say ghost do exist. It is interesting to see, through this example, that spiritualist phenomena do happen at different places; just as it happened with Marcela. This shows us the existence of a spiritual life.
The Spirits' Book  - Question 267 – has the question and answer: Can a spirit make his choice while in the corporeal state? "His desire may exercise a certain amount of influence, according to the quality of his intention; but, when he returns to spirit-life, he often judges things very differently. It is only as a spirit that he makes his choice; but he may, nevertheless, make it during the material life,

for a spirit, even while incarnated, has occasional moments in which he is independent of the matter he inhabits."

Question 267-a. -Many persons desire earthly greatness and riches, but not assuredly, either as expiation or as

trial. “Undoubtedly; in such cases it is their material instinct which desires greatness in order to enjoy its satisfactions. The spirit could only desire it in order to understand its vicissitudes."

We are able to find the definite answer in regards to the soul-brain issue at The Spirits' Book as well:

Question 146. Has the soul a circumscribed and determinate seat in the body?

"No but it may be said to reside more especially in the head, in the case of men of great genius and of all who think much, and in the heart, in the case of those who feel much, and whose actions have always a humanitarian aim."

Question 147. Why is it that anatomists physiologists, and in general those who apply themselves to the pursuit of the natural sciences, are so apt to fall into materialism?

"The physiologist refers everything to the standard of his senses. Human pride imagines that it knows everything, and refuses to admit that there can be anything which transcends the human understanding. Science itself inspires some minds with presumption; they think that nature can have nothing hidden from them."

The following questions will bring the reader more information in terms of this topic. We pray for baby Marcela and her family to have the strength to overcome their inner challenges since, as Jesus said: “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh” (Luke, 6:24).
Translation: Carolina von Scharten, London, Sir William Crookes Spiritist Society linked to BUSS - The British Union of Spiritist Societies.

